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A Letter From the Short Course Team 

 

August 15, 2019 

Dear Families and Wisconsin Vision Professionals, 

Once again, we have had an incredible year in Short Course! We truly enjoy getting to 
know students from all over the state of Wisconsin and seeing firsthand, the dedication 
of the families and professionals who work with them. We have lost count of the number 
of selfless efforts from TVIôs and O&Môs who support their students, alongside of their 
families, so they are able to participate in WCBVI Short Course programming. Here are 
a few numbers that we havenôt lost count of. This year, we have hosted: 

¶ Six Group Short Course Programs 

¶ 29 days of Individual Short Course Programming 

¶ Two off-campus Short Course Programs requested from our menu of preplanned 
programming 

Provided co-coordination, curriculum development, and direct instruction for our six 
week summer employment program (Employability), which served nine students this 
year 

These programming opportunities allowed us to proudly serve a total of 74 Wisconsin 
students over the course of the 2018-2019 school year! 

 As your WCBVI Short Course Instructors, our goal is to provide programming driven by 
stakeholder input and best practices. The next pages contain data we have received 
upon surveying stakeholders over the last two years. As a result of this data, we will 
continue to, ñpush outò our programming to make Group Short Courses more accessible 
to those who do not live near Janesville. 

In the pages that follow our stakeholder input, you will have the opportunity to read 
about our most up-to-date policies, procedures, and most importantlyðprogramming! 
Please feel free to reach out with any questions or comments; you will find our contact 
information on the last page of this booklet. 

Sincerely, 

Meghan Fredel 

Teacher of the Blind and Visually Impaired 
Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialist  
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2019-20 

Stakeholder Input Summary (2017-2019) 

For our purposes, a stakeholder can be a student, parent, guardian, teacher of the blind 
and visually impaired, or orientation and mobility specialist.  

¶ We received responses from all regions of Wisconsin, with a total of 28 respondents. 

Overall, stakeholders understand Short Course programming to be brief periods of in-
struction focusing on the Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC), especially focusing on so-
cial skills. 

Time and Place 

Several scenarios were posed to stakeholders in regard to when and where program-
ming could be held:

 

 

 

 

 

How likely is it that your student would attend a Monday-Friday Short Course while 
school is in session? 

1ðNot Likely: 43% 2ðMaybe: 32% 3ðMost definitely: 25% 

How likely is it that your student would attend a Monday-Friday Short Course while 
school is not session during the school year? (such as spring break)  

1ðNot Likely: 21% 2ðMaybe: 54% 3ðMost definitely: 25% 

How likely is it that your student would attend a Friday-Sunday Short Course?  

1ðNot Likely: 4% 2ðMaybe: 43% 3ðMost definitely: 54% 

How likely is it that your student would attend a Saturday-Sunday Short Course? 

1ðNot Likely: 11% 2ðMaybe: 54% 3ðMost definitely: 36% 

How likely would your student be to attend a Short Course if it was located within your 
region of the state? 

1ðNot Likely: 0% 2ðMaybe: 25% 3ðMost definitely: 75% 

Please select the scenario that your student is more likely to attend a Short Course: 

The Short Course is offered 
in my region of the state, 
but for a shorter period of 
time, such as one day, in-
stead of over the course of 
several days: 57% 

Short Courses that are of-
fered for a week in length, 
but held on campus at the 
Wisconsin Center for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired 
in Janesville, WI: 7% 

Short Courses that are of-
fered over the weekend, 
but held on campus at the 
Wisconsin Center for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired 
in Janesville, WI: 22% 
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Programming Topics 

 

Stakeholders were surveyed as to which topics their students may 
be interested in attending; numbers in parenthesis demonstrates 
the number of stakeholders interested in said topic: 

¶ Mini Extracurricular Groups-speech, plays, art clubð(16) 

¶ Promð(3) 

¶ Money managementð(11) 

¶ Self-careð(17) 

¶ Cookingð(23) 

¶ Scienceð(12) 

¶ Intro to bus travel and     
 community safety (9) 

¶ Music (15) 

¶ Sports/Triathlon  (12) 

¶ Standardized testing 
practice (4) 

¶ Camping (7) 

¶ Technology             
 exploration/screen 
 reading skills (1) 


